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Sounds less harmonious to the grateful mind, 
Than his who fashions and improves mankind....Cotumurap, 
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yAESS OF THE SOUTH CAROLINA BAPTIST 
CONVENTION TO THE CHURCHES. 


is address, after answering several 
«tions tothe Convention, concludes as 
ows 
leacknowledge with pleasure, that. we 
mestly wish all 4cod’s ministers were 
of profound learning, and therefore we 
t employing our best efforts to . increase 
irnumber. But far be it from us to en- 
in the thought of injuring the useful- 
is, or hurting the feelings ot one minister 
¢ Lord, who is unlearned.—We rather 
ho strengthen the hands of the old ve- 
s, who, without learning, have borne 
heat and burden of the day im their 
t's cause. This glorious cause has 
pe under their hands. It needs xn in- 
ase ol Servants. Society is greatly’ im- 
ed, and demands improvement in its 
nctors. False doctrines are urged with 
iness- by learned men. These need to 
metontheirown ground. ‘This is often 
by our venerable fathers in the Gospel. 
ey see the growing evil. ‘They pray for 
men to be raised up in the sanctuary. 
unite our prayers with theirs, We add 
torts. “We seek our young Elishas, 
t they may stand ready to catch the 
bile of the ascending Elijahs.« When 
Aes Wasinformed that he should not con- 
the Israelites into the promised land, 
Was solicitous to have a successor ap- 
hie’, In the spirit of this servant of the 
ist High, we wish to be instrumental in 
iding ‘successors to our aged brethren, 
u they shall be called home to their re- 
i. And our plan, however successful, 
tiable us to de very little more. There 
tow 213 churches in this state, and 122 
ers. There are therefore 91 churches 
ute of. ministers, besides many places 
preaching, where no church exists. — 
» Mill it net be long before such anum- 
ct misters can be brought forward on 
plan, as will supply these churches and 
3 sof preaching? And before-this is ac- 
=Pished, is it not probable that our ve- 
se brethren will have lett their places 
* supplied? Where then is the ground 
oa, even if our intention were to 
a these brethren? But this we dis- 
‘0, brethren, we respect these 
” terested servants of the Most 
+ée pray that their useful lives may 
5, spared to the church and to the 
; tthey may be honoured. 
shave ological Seminary, we know 
es great objections. It is said, that 
het gare feo the word of God 
Theological schools, ‘That on the con- 
z “pen called twelve unlettered men 
tal re Ne and to effect the migh- 
t labour, 2 Fe has resulted from 
D God's Hees oes BO Appear to have 
‘ M glvine us a revelation. 
uhh} . 2 > 
% Sut, Specifically, every duty to be 
the hor to prescribe every plam by 
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beterulated bo principles, and 
MS fop Sieenie: Y circumstances, Even 
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ho doesn In the word of God.—| 
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then? God does not need our help, and in 


dine moledge, are the gift of }to the help of the Lord, to the help of the 
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quired by him, who assumes the office of 
instructor. And revelation positively en- 
joins it. Paul’s direction to Timothy is, 
“ Give thyself to reading, meditation and 
prayer.” ‘ Neglect not the gift that is in 
thee.” “Study to show thyself a work- 
man that needeth not to be ashamed.”—~ 
These directions are not,given to Timothy 
alone. They are intended for all God’s 
ministers, “Dhe particular course to be ob- 
served, as totime, place and similar circum- 
stances, is discretionary. Under the Old 
Testament dispensation there were schools 
of the frophets, the “holy men who spake 
as they were moved by the Holy Ghost.”"— 
What were these but Theological schools, 
in which, under the direction of wise and in- 
spired men, the younger were trained up 
for the prophgtical office ? Christ himself 
gave personal instruction to his twelve 
apostles, and completed their education on 
the day of Pentecost, before he sent them 
out, fully to preach the gospel. He called 
the learned Paul. ‘This"@minent servant 
instructed Timothy, ‘Titus, and others. Now 
to what does all this amount, but that we 
have divine sanction for schools, in which 
servants of the Lord are to be trained for 
the service of the sanctuary ? 

It is true, that through the abuses of 
Christianity, some Theological Institutions 
have been perverted from their right use 
and end. But so has the.gospel, the light 
of the sun, and the gift of speech. Is the 
abuse of these blessings an argument against 
their use? Surely not. Qn the contrary, 
it may with truth be affirmed, that these 
schools have existed on both sides of the 
Atlantic, and continue to exist, as sources of 
unspeakable benefit to the church and to 
the world. From them have issued mien of 


you, and the benighted heathen. That 
they enjoyed the but you were de- 
prived of it. And they should object to mis- 
sionary exertions, aS many of you do— 
Would you not think them cold hearted and 
contracted Christians? Would you think 
that they were under the influence of the 
Spirit of their Divine Master, who left 
heaven for earth, “to seek and'to save that 
which was lost?” Would you think that 
they had the feelings of a Paul, who com- 

asséd sea and land te:propagate the truth 
or the salvation of souls? Or that the 
had the hearts of the first disciples, who sol 
their possessions to feed the bodies of their 
persecuted. starving brethren ; or had the 
zeal of martyrs in the cause of their divine 
Lord? 0, brethren, brethren, let your 
bowels of compassion be maved for the poor 
benighted sons and daughters of our com- 
mon but degenerate progenitor, who are 
bone of your bone, and flesh of your flesh_— 
Let the example of our Saviour, whtom you 
ete to love, and whose steps you are 

ound to follow, open your hearts and excite 
your feelings in the cause of humanity and 
religion. Let the example of those who 
have first believed, stimulate you to like 
exertions with them. You anticipate the, 
day when you ng to enjoy their society 
in eternal glory. Act in a manner becoming 
the associates of such noble minded souls. — 
Act worthy of their more noble, exalted and 
disinterested Master ; that you may be pre- 
pared to stand in his presence with confi- 
dence and with joy. at you may be pre- 
pared to be numbered with “all those ge- 
nerous friends of God and man, who have 
borne and ate bearing the banners of the 
cross into heathen land.” 





God, distinguished for their piety and zeal, 
their humility and their usefulness in the 
service of their master. 

To the Foreign Missionary service, we 
also learn, that there are objections. On 
this subject, it is frequently said, that we 
have somany at home and in our own coun- 
try who need preaching and support, that 
it is unjust to send our money abroad. We 
can hardly support our own ministers ; how 
then can we support others among the hea- 


his own time and way he will accomplish 
his purposes in the ingathering of the 
heathen. 
Brethren, is the fact so, that you are 
doing what you can for those at home, and 
in your own country, who need the word of 
Life? Is each church Gonscientious in the 
support of the poor, and of its minister ?— 
Do you relieve him of worldly cares, that 
he may devote his time and talents to the 
service of his Master? If you are thus 
conscientious and faithful in the discharge of 
these duties, and have not a cent to spare 
for the heathen, you are righteously excus- 
ed from contributions for sending them the 
gospel. But what if you are not? What 
if your objections to missions arise from a 
covetous spirit? What if you are. gather- 
ing this wofld’s goods, an: living in your 
celled houses, whilst the Lord’s house lies 
waste in heathen lands. How then will 
your objection stand? How will you excuse 
yourself to God? You are taught to pray 
by the Saviour, “ Thy kingdom come.”— 
You are also taught by the same 4uthority 
to pray, “‘ Give us this day our daily bread.” 
Aré you satisfied with respect to your daily 
bread to make no exertions for procurmg it, 
but to say God will give it me in his own 
good time ; and he does not need my aid to 
procure it? Nay, verily. But in making 
rovision for your daily bread you are active. 
oes not consistency require that you should 
also be active in promoting the coming of 
the kingdom of Christ? If prayer and duty 
must go together in one case, should they 
not inthe other? What would you think 
of aman who should daily pray, “ Give us 
this day our’daily bread,” and be all the 
day at the tippling shop, asleep, or strollin 
about? Would you believe him sincere ! 
Would you think him consistent?» What 
ought yot® then to think of the man, who 
prays daily, ‘“‘ Thy kingdom come;” but 
makes no exertion to advance its coming? 
who, on the contrary, toils night and day to 
heap up wealth ? who spends much upon 
his ease, his pleasures, his ambition, and 
gives nothing or but a few cents to promote 
the kingdom of his Redeemer? Would 
you think this man sincere? Would you 
think that he considered the solemn import 
of prayer? Would you think he loved his 
God, or himself best ! 

God, it is true, does not, in advancing his 
designs of grace, need our exertions ; but he 
requires and graciously accepts them. He 
will accomplish his purposes, but he will do 
it by human means; and if We, brethren, 


from some other, quarter; but we, if not 


struments of affording it ; and gre yee 
shall not share in the reward glory 
that will be conferred on them who do at- 
ford it. The Angel of the Lord said, 
“Curse ye Meroz, curse ye bitterly the in- 
habitants thereof, because they came not up 
Lord agaist the mighty.” O that God! 
heads, dear brethren, and from’ the heads 


dand! ~ . 


withhold our aid, help to Israel will arise |i 


destroyed, yet shall not be the honoured in- } 


may graciously avert this curse from your] © 











Call to Pilissions. 


Extract. from Hortie’s Siath Letter on 
Missions. 
FATHERS AND BRETHREN, 


An inguiry into what may constitute a 
call to missions will merit serious discus- 
sion. Some incline to treat this question 
with contempt, as one species of enthusias- 
tic jargon, by which religion has been dis- 
credited in the wotld: and, Il ami sorry to 
say, it has been at times, so managed, as to 
give colour to their censures. Neverthe- 
less, you will be of opinion with me, that 
much solid sense and sober piety are con- 
tained in it ; and when we consider that every 
thing valuabi€ to man is staked on its deter- 
mination, they must be strangers to the 
sentiments of the human heart, and evince 
a want of reason and ingenuousness, which 
they charge on others, who suppose men of 
sense will embark on the sea of trouble, 
without having first viewed the question on 
every side, and obtained that well grounded 
satisfaction in the propriety of their con- 
duct, which may ‘hereafter sup and 
comfort them under all its possible conse- 
quences. 

The general daty of ministers and their 
flocks, with respect to missions, we ground 
on the command of our Lord, the character 
of his religion, the example of his apostles, 
the declarations of his prophets, the com- 
mon principles of hunjanity, and the whole 
aggregate of argument, which arises from 
the nature of the undertaking. But unhap- 
pily, asin many other cases, so in this, what 
is acknowledged as of common obligation 
is not felt as the particular duty of individu- 
als. In this respect, our Lord and his 
household may be compared to the family 
of an opulent, indulgent master of many 
servants, who com somé Unpleasant 
business to be performed, but intimating his 
pleasure in cs terms, not addressed to 
any particular domestic, his servants, in- 
stead of readily ig his commands, are 
all of them disputing, from his lordship’s 
chaplain to the s¢ in his kitchen, 
which of them is obliged to perform his 


will. 
not of man, nor of 


This call is 
the will of man. A e of the worthiness 


of the undertaking, and a general desire to 
do the will of God, with the solicitations of 
friends, who think highly of us, and who 
are of opinion, that there is a providential 
opening for us to go to the heathen, do not 
constitute,a sufficient warrant for engaging. 
Much, very much more than all this is re- 
quired. The Moravian maxim, “never to 


persuade, h less "ge @ Man to en- 
Pere in nileslens,* heb bean! esti to thes 
by experience ; and it will - 
ly reasonable te suppose, that the levers 
and Lapeer eae persuasion, by which 
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gospel. You therefore can fotm some j 
jidea of the miserable state, in which” Ose 
are, who are destitute of its blessings. Ne 
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~You-know something of the value of the | whem rea 


I suppose the case reversed: with respect to 


and die in as short a term. 
ry we look for strong, permanent habits 


do not mean to | 


means, and ordinances. 


things, we must jot affect nrore than what 
becomes the fragility of our nature. We 
must require the horse to be broken in for 
battle. We must expect, that the man, 
called to missions, will experience, succes- 
sively, all the vicissitudes of hope, fear, 
desire, aversion, confidence, and despon- 
dency, before he dips his foot in the water, 
or will be able to contemplate with steady 
courage the dangers of these depths. If 
there be a man, who claims exemption 
from common rules, and can in 2 moment 
engage in a mission without a disposition 
previously formed, and, having so engaged, 
can conduct the matter aright, he is no pre- 
cedent for our imitation. 

These observations premised, the first 


is ability to comply with it. Let the candi- 
date, therefore, examine himself, whether 
he be possessed, in a reasonable degree, of 
the qualifications necessary for that station. 
From what he has done in the ministry in 
England, he may form some guess of what 
he.is likely to do abroad. It may also be 
proper to take the candid opinion of his 
ministerial friends, whose favourable senti- 
ments will support his diffidence, or whose 
honest censure may check his temerity.— 
On this subject, if on any, we shall be safe 
to underrate our qualifications ; and, if we 
are humble, we shall naturally be led to do 
so. This, if inone way it operates as a dis- 
‘couragement, will in another produce dif- 
ferent effects. God giveth grace to the 
humble, and men will give them honour.— 
An humble opinion of ourselves will neither 
damp our zeal for God, nor our benevolence 
tomen. It will not pervert our understand- 
ings, nor make us dishonour God by dis- 
claiming whatever degree of humble fitness 
he may give us for the work. The greater 
the natural and acquired talents of any man 
may bethe better ; but all this is not the great 
thing, the one thing, the living spirit, the 
eye, the ear, the strength and arms of 
the missionary, Christian godliness, the 
mind of Christ, the image of God;—this is 
the qualification which a missionary cannot 
do without ; which he cannot have in too 
great a degree ; and which, if he possess in 
strength and vigour, his other qualifications, 
however small, cannct be deemed defective. 
Upon this ‘subject, then, he cannot put to 
himself too many or too close questions. His 
self-denial, activity, fortitude, perseverance, 
habitual diligence, and conscientious adhe- 
rence to order and regularity, throughout 
his whole conduct, will each of them merit 
minute investigation. If the result of this 
inquiry be satisfactory to himself, he may 
be assured that he has, at least, a solid 
foundation to build upon. 

The second head of inquiry is his willing- 
ness to engage in missions. Here something 
more is required than cold approbation, or 
that general disposition to do the will of 
God, which influences every pious man.— 
We look for a strong, decided predilection 
uu ion for missions, if 1 may be allow- 
ed the term ;. that species of commendable 
enthusiasm, which enables professional men 
to magnify the diguity and importance of 
their respective arts, and to pursue their 
object, under every discouragement, until 
they have carried their art to a perfection, 
which men of colder minds could never 
have supposed it capable of receiving. | 
would have him possessed of that strong 

assion for missions, which Columbus had 
discovery, and which supported hin, 
for along course of years, against the ridi- 
cule of the Whole world, against the dis- 
ment of having his services rejected 
erent princes, against the ingratitude 

Ferdinand and Isabella, and against the 
repeated mutiny, treachery, and baseness 
of his companions. I would have him *> 
enamoured of his object, as to consider the 
hardship and.danger of the pursuit a pica- 
sure rather than a pain; and to find in him- 
self a disposition to succeed, or to perish in 
the attempt. If he cannot engage without 
|a wish to return to Europe, and with a full 
determination, God being his helper, to dic 
in the harness, that man has not the soul of 


a genuine missionary. Sn 
The third consideration, which I shail 


notice as essential toa call to missions, 1s, 
a freedom from sucii ties as exciude the en- 
ement; and they will be cither of a do- 
mestic or a ministerial nature. The health, 
and habits of & mother and her 
ildren are to be cousidered, as well as 
the of accommodation, which can 
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From a general analogy of grace as well as 
nature, we are led to expect, that what is 
born-and attains maturity ina day, will face 
In a missiona- 


such as are formed for reiterated acts. We 
iit the Holy One of Israel ; 
but to respect Him as the God of order, 
He has established 
the connexion of affects with their ‘causes ; 
and though he may and wili, when he 
Sees good, invert the established order of 


thing towards constituting a call to missions | 


1 sentiments, I am. clearly of 


am | 


opinion he has no call to missions. I reasori 
thus. If it be said, that the wife of that 
minister has not piety to engage of her own 
free will, 1 answer, Christianity will not jus- 
,|tify a divorce by leaving her behind him, 
and good sense will not justify him to take 
her abroad into circumstances of distress 
and danger, where all her passions will be 
armed to war against his peace and to dis- 
credit himself in his ministry. If it be said, 
that his wife is a woman of piety, the case 
stands still more strofigly against him, and a 
dreadful stispicion will he against his piety. 
For if a woman of piety, his wife, the mo- 
ther of his children, cannot be made to en- 
ter into his call, I must suspect that he car 
ries with him abroad more religion than he 
exercises at home ; atid can entertain very 
little opinion of his converting heathen, who 
cannot convert a godiy woman, who loves 
him, to follow him to the world’s end, Nor 
would I recommend the force of strong per- 
suasion, much less any thing like conjugal 
authority, with any wyman. The mati 
who does this, will find, at last, that he rolls 
the stone of Sysiphus, and when he thinks 
he has got it to the top of the hill, it will re 
turn with a double force, acquired by the 
velocity of its descent, and crush him to 
pieces. 

A minister’s flock should be as dear to 
him, and in some sense dearer than his wife 
and children ; and if we are in posts of un- 
common honour and usefulness, it may well 
admit an inquiry, How far we are justifia- 
ble in relinquishing them? We are giving 
up a certainty for an uncertainty. The good 
we shall do abroad may bear small propor- 
tion with that we leave at hoine. We may 
mistake. our call, or we may be called to 
die, while the honour of conquest is reserv- 
ed for.others. We may, for aught we know, 
groan for vears under -the consequences of 
a precipitate conduct, and reproach our- 
selves for not having better understood our 
Shepherd’s voice. 

Supposiug the Missionary candidate has 
gone over all this ground to his satisfaction, 
the only thing remaining to complete his 
call will be a reasonable prospect of suc- 
cess. ‘To have this reasonable prospect of 
success, his measures must be well consult- 
ed, and he must be provided with every 
help, which the nature of the undertaking 
can require. 

When a minister has patiently examined 
these four topics, his ability, his willingness, 
his freedom from those ties which prohibit 
the pe aera and the reasonable. pros- 
pect of succeeding, and finds them all con- 
curring to countenance the pursuit, he will, 
I think, be in possession of every thing 
which ought to be desired, or can be obtain- 
ed, to make his call clear. He has nothing 
then.to do, but to obey the dictates of his 
conscience, and casting his care pon the 
Lord, to make trial of his apostleship. if 
he is blessed in his deed, he shall see of the 
travail of his Redeemer’s soul, and of his 
own, and be satisfied. His example will 
provoke his brethren to jealousy, and his 
success encourage our exertions. 
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FOREIGN. 

LETTER FROM THE ENGLISH DELEGATION 
TO VISIT THE SOUTH SEA ISLAND. 
Present religious state of the South Sea. 
Islands. 


Having spent some time in the South Sea 
Islands, (and we intend to pass another 
twelve months at least there,) it may not be 
unacceptable to you to receive our views of 
the state of religion in those highly favoured 
regions. You have, no doubt, read the re- 
ports, which have been made respecting the 
state of that mission ;—and be assured, that 
so far from those reports being exaggerat- 
ed,;much more might have been said. Ihe 
work is indeed marvellows in our eyes, and 
excites in our hearts the most lively grati- 
tude to that God, whose hand has been so 
signally displayed in it. The inhabitants 
of those iSlands were sunk into the lowest 
possible state of moral degradation ; but are 
now, we hesitate not to say, viewing them 
as a body, the most universally and consist- 
ently Christian, of any people upon the face 
of the earth., ‘The Sabbath is universally 
regarded. ‘The individual is scarcely 
known, who does not attend public worship 
three times on the Lord’s-day, and several 
‘times in the week. ‘he congregations are 
large, and as well behaved, as any congre- 
gations we ever saw in Englant. Numer- 
ous churches are formed of pious persons ; 
while maltitudes more are waiting for ad- 
mission. Full three-fourths of the people 
can read, and many write and cipher. 4In- 
dastry is every where apparent, and civil- 
ization has already made considerable pro- 
gress. Towns are rising up, composed of 
style. Our furniture is imitated; and the 
clothing. CrimeSare very few: Peace and 
auppiness are every where apparent. The 
marriage vow is held. sacred. Infanticide 
is wholly discontinued. Religion is the 
great business ot ufe; while secular affairs, 
though net neglacted, are eld as only ‘se- 
wodary. Ali the food wanted ton the 
sabbath, is dressed on the Saturday :—net a 
ire is lighted, nor a Canve is sccea moving 
on the water, nor are any Visits pad, on the 
iord’s day. , Never did the gospel i 
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fenorance, and sensuality, and superstition) 


since the world began. Let this change af- 
ford. you, beloved brethren, encouragement 
in all your labours of love, and in all your 
exertions to evangetize the heathen world. 
Your prospects in these islands are indeed 
Most encouraging ; and that you may soon 
have to rejoice in their regeneration, and 
their conversion to Christ, is, dear friends 
and fellow labourers, the fervent prayer of 
yours, for Jesus’ sake, 

DaniEet, TYERMAN. 

GroRGE BENNET. 


FNOM THE MISSIONARY HERALD. 
SUPERSTITIONS OF TAHITI. 


In a preceding part of this number, our 
readers have had the pleasure of perusing 
the testimony of Messrs. Tyerman and Ben- 
net to the present state of religion in ‘LT ahiti. 
We think the following extract will be fread 
with deep interest, as showing the deplora- 
ble condition of the people, at the period 
when the mission was*commenced. The 
following passage is taken from an account 
of a visit made to one of the morais, or sa- 
cred inelosures, Oct. 5, 1798, by the Rev. 
John Jefferson, one of the missionaries. At 
the time of the visit the mission had been 
established on the island about seventeen 
months; the missionaries having landed 
March 8, 1797 ; and the ship Duff having 
taken her final departure on the 4th of Au- 
gust following. 

We arrived at the morai between eleven 
and twelve o’clock: befere we entered it, 
my guide gathered a bunch of green leaves 
that grew upon the beach ; and as soon as 
we came to the accustomed place for making 
offerings, he threw the leaves upon the 
pavement, and repeatéd, in a seemingly in- 
different manner, a few words as a prayer 
tothe supposed deity for his good will to- 
wards us. The place where the priest per- 
formed this ceremony, is dedicated to the 
principul Aafoou, [god] called Ooro. It is 
a rough stone pavement, about eight fcet 
square: at.the north end, which faced the 
sea, is a large hedge of stones five feet or 
more high, three or four feet wide, and 
eighteen feet long. Upon the top of this 
pile are several pieces of board ; some of 
them six feet long, and a foot broad, the 
tops slit into five parts, to represent a hand 
with the fingers a little open. At the south 
end are set up five stones, three of then 
larger in size than the other two. These 
stones are for those who officiate as priests ; 
the three largest for superior, and the two 
smallest for inferior ones. . They sit cross- 
legged upon the pavement, and support 

their backs against the stones ; and in this 
mode of adoration, with their faces towards 
the pile of stones and boards, they make 
their prayers. The middle space is whcre 
the human victims are slaughtered by being 
knocked on the head with a club and stone:: 


every mother, Without shame and without 
remorse. 


SWEDEN. 
On the inadequate supply.of the Scrip- 


tures, and the general ability to read | in 
Sweden, Dr. Pinkerton makes the followin 
statement: 


At Linkoeping I had an interesting inter- 
view with the present primate of Sweden, 
Archbishop of Rosenstein. His Eminence 
informed me, that the diocess for which the 
Linkoeping Bible Society'has been establish- 
ed, contains a population of upwards of 
250,000; that, after a special examination 
in every purish, respecting the number of 
copies of the Holy Scriptures in circulation 
among the people, it had been found, that 
only one person in eight was in possession 
of a Bible or a Testament! What a mel- 
ancholy result, that, in this province, one of 
the richest in Sweden, so large a proportion 
of the inhabitants should yet be found des- 
tituie of the words of eternal life! 

TO my inquiries relative to the propor- 
tion of the peasantry who were able to read, 
his Eminence replicd, that it was rare to 
meet with an adult person among them, 
who could not read; that when he was 
Dean, he recollected, that in two parishes 
belonging to his charge, and containing 3,700 
souls, there was only ove grown up person 
found, who could not read, and that person, 
a soldier ! 

On my observing, that the regulations for 
educating the poor must be excellent, which 
could produce such a general knowledge of 
letters among them, his Eminence, to my 
no little surprise, assured me, that the num- 
ber of schools among the lower classes was 
very limited, and that this general ability to 
read, was chiefly to be ascribed to the lauda- 
ble efforts of the peasantry to instruct each 
other ; that the mother of the cottage family 
was usually the instructress of her offspring 
in the art of reading. He further added, 
that there were in many parts of the coun- 
try ambulating teachers, who went from 
village to village, and kept school for three 
or four months, according to the encourage- 
ment they met with. 


On the happy influence of the Scriptures, 
he writes -— 

Both the noble President, and several of 
the members, informed me of the pleasing 
effects that had already resulted from the 
labours of the Swedish Bible Society. A 
great change, they say, has taken place in 
the minds of many, in favour of the sacred 
writings: the voice of infidelity is less fre- 
quently heard, both in private and in public 
circles. 

in Norrkoeping, pastor Sandelin also bore 
a pleasing testimony to the blessed effects 
of a more gencral circulation of the sacred 
writings, in suppressing infidel principles, 
and promoting genuine Christianity in Swe- 
den. ‘“ Before the establishment of a Bible 





after which a principal priest takes out the 


eyes of the murdered person, and hoiding | 


them in his hands, he preseats them to the 
mouth of the king, who opens his mouth as 
if to receive and eat them: when this cere- 
mony is performed, the carcass is thrown 
into a pit and covered with stones. ‘By the 
number of pits surrounding the place, and 
by the expressions of my conductor, I ap- 
prehend there have been many hundreds of 
men and women thus sacrificed by the 
abominable superstition of these idolaters. 
Jesides the captives taken im war, the bo- 
dics of those slain in war, or cut ofi by the 
commandment of the great chief, or that 
zre purposely killed for human sacrifices in 
any other part, under the jurisdiction of the 
great chief, or king, are brought to the mo- 
rai, and there prayers are made over them, 
and then they are buried as before observed. 
A little to the right of this pavement of 
blood, and nearer towards the point, is an 
altar to Oro, raised upon three rows of 
wooden pillars, thirteen in a row, nearly 
sccn feet high, and four or five feet broad : 
_the top covered with cocoanut leaves, and 
he front ends, decorated with the leaf of 
the sugar-cane, so fixed as to hang down 
like long fringes. Upon this altar, offerings 
_of fish, hogs, bread-fruit, and mountain- 


Society, in 1808, in Sweden,” said he, “ pure 
Christian principles seemed to be dormant, 
and indifference and infidelity gained ground 
every day. A happy change has begun ; 
yea, more than begun: and we anticipate, 
in faith and patrence, a glorious and univer- 
sal triumph, for which we daily labour, and 
supplicate the throne of grace.” 
RUSSIA. 

Dr. Pinkerton, independently. of the gen- 
eral assistance which he has afforded to the 
St. Petersburgh committee, has undertaken 
the superintendence of the following works: 

ist. The Tartar- lurkish Bible, the print- 
ing of which has been intrusted to the mis- 
sionarics at Astrachan. 

2d. The New Testament, in the Mandjur- 
Chinese, after the projected translations of 
a learned individual, who has resided four- 
teen years at Pekin, by appointment of the 
Russian government, with the particular 
view of studying the Mandjur and Chinese 
languages. 

3d. A Persian version of the Old Testa- 
ment. ‘Che first sheets of this translation 
have been examined and approved by Pro- 
fessor Lee, who has kindly undertaken to 
revise the rest as they are transmitted to 
him. 





plantains, are laid. A large hog was upon | 
the altar, which seemed to have been placed | 


there no long time. Fish and mountain- 
plantains are offered raw, hogs and bread- 
fruit are baked: frequently the hog is 
smeared with its blood before offered up.— 
A littie more to the right was the frame of 
‘an altar going to decay, dedicated to a sup- 
posed deity named Gra-madooa; upon this 
‘Jay some pieces of wood that had once form- 
ed something belonging to their idolatrous 
rites, but 1 could not plainly comprehend 
what. Procceding towards the point a few 
yards, at the extremity of lanc, a large 
pile of stones appeared in view : irom one 
house, three miles distant, whence it may 
be seen, it appears like a rock. It may be 


4th. A Servion version of the Scriptures. 
5th. A Tartar Old Testament, according 
;to the manuscript found by Dr. Pinkerton 
ifn the Crimea, with such altcrations as the 
missionaries at Astrachan may deem ne- 
cessary. 


FRANCE. 
EVANGELICAL MISSIONARY 
PARIS. 


SOCIETY AT 


Circular. of the Society. 

Placed by Divine Providence in ¢ircum- 
stances more favourable than at any former 
period, to the influence of the sacred, truths 
ot the gospel, the Protestants of France have 
begun to manifest azeal for religion, which 





ten of twelve feet high, and twice as much 
in length. 1t consists of a number of stones 
piled one upon another. without much art, 
aiid sacred to an imagined sea-god whose 
name is Zecfaht The priest informed me, 
that before this pile of stones also were offered 
huthan sacrificess ‘Tired and disgusted with 
this awful proof of man’s apostacy, and the 
-devil’s power over him, I desiree my guide 
‘to withdraw. Considerations of the import- 
ance, arduousness, and danger of the work 
in which myself and brethren-are engaged, 
“gradually arose in my mind: the flesh quak- 
ed for fear, and the god of this world was 
not wanting with his suggestions; but | 
committed our cause to Christ. 
In the course of his tour, Mr. Jefferson 
saw three sacred canoes belonging to Eimeo, 
‘and about to return thither. On looking 
' jhto the boughs of a tree, he saw a human 
“body, to be transported to Eimeo as a- sa- 
crifice. The man had been secretly killed 
for that purpose: and was'stated to be one 
of those, who had made an assault upon 
Mr. Jefferson, and three of his brethren, on 
the 26th of March 
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promises, with the blessing of the Almigh- 
ty, the most delightful results. Already the 
| establishment of Bible and ‘Tract Societies, 
\the commencement of Sunday Schools, the 
‘erection of numerous temples, the urgent 
demand for faithful ministers, the formation 
of new congregations, and the affluence of 
serious worshippers in many of the cities 
and villages of the kingdom, attest the re- 
yiving energies of the gospel, and inspire 
the liveliest gratitude and the most cheerful 
hope. 

Ribas the committee has had the hap- 
piness to forward one missionary to an in- 
teresting and important field of labour. ‘This 
inissionary, the Rev. J. King, is now on his 
way to Palestine, with the design of endea- 
vouring to promote the knowledge of salva- 
tion by that Jesus, who was crucified “ with- 
out the gate of Jerusalem, that he might 
sanctify the people by his own blood.” For 
the future efforts of the Society, in the em- 
ployment of missionaries, the comimittee-will 
wait the diréction of Him, who is alone able 
to prepare suitable ‘instruments, and to give 
access to proper stations for the exercise of 
their pious zeal. 

One special part of the plan of thte Society: 
consists in the formiation of ati establishment 
at Paris, in which serions persons, prepar- 
ing for the work of missions, may enjoy all 
the peculiar advantages which the capital 
offers. for the study of foreign, and egpecial- 
ly, of Oriental languages. RO sia 

_ This establishment, placed under thecare’ 
of a respectable minister, will be open to 
the missionaries of ail the various societies’ 
of foreign countries, as well’ as to pious and 
devoted young en, whom, it is to be hop- 
ed, the. Hoiy Spirit will raise up'from tiie: 
bosom of our own churches, to carry the 


Jesus,to the distant parts ofthe giobe. 
The committee propose also the estab- 
lishment of Monthly Missionary Prayer 





glad tidings’ of salvation, by*the blood ot c 
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eetings, similar to those which have been 

b | for some years, by the friends of 
missions, in the differen? quarters of the 
obe, to implore the out-pouring of the 
oly Spirit on their churches, and on their 
country ; on the ape yet Society of Paris, 
and on the labours of all the Societies form- 
ed in’ various countries for. the propagation 
‘of the gospel, and, especially, on missions to 
the inhabitants of heathen lands. These 
meetings will be held on the first Monday 
of every month (commencing January 6th, 
1823,) at seven o’clock in the evening, in 
one of the temples of the capital, and the 
committee hope that the Protestants 
throughout the departments will assemble 
on the same days, and at the same hour, 
and unite with their brethren in Paris, and 
with the multitude of Christians who, in dif- 
ferent countries, assemble for this holy and 
delightful exercise. 


Officers of the Society. 
President—The Count Ver-Hve£ rt, G. 
C. Peer of France, Vice-Admiral, Vice- 


Paris, and Member of the Consistory of the 
Christian Reformed Church of Paris. 

Vice Presidents.—M. GorppP, pastor and 
alternate President of the Consistory of the 
Christian church of the confession of Augs- 
burg, at Paris. 

, M. Sraprr, Minister of the gospel, Pro- 
fessor of ‘Theology. 

Secretary —M. Sou Li£R, formerly pastor 
at Uzes. 

Assistant-Secretary—M. AuFSCHLAGER, 


the Confession of Augsburg, at Paris. 
Treasurer.—M. S. ¥V. S. Wi_peEr, Mer- 
chant. 


the Consistory of the Augsburg Confession 
of Paris. 

M. Monon, Senior, pastor of the Chris- 
tian Reformed Church at Paris. 


sistory of the Reformed Church at Paris. 
CHARITABLE INSTITUTIONS AT PARIS. 


tal of France, since the year 1818. 


ed all the honour, glory, and praise. 


GAMBIA, WESTERN AFRICA, 


tures in that place’ A Mr, Singleton, from 


that coast, under their patragage. 


‘rected a place for public worship. The 
missionaries here are endeavouring to ac- 
quire the Jaloof and Mandingo languages. 
Some idea may be formed of the happy 
improvement in civilization, which has com- 
meneced at Sierra Leone, in Western Africa, 
from the following fact. A Mr. During, who 
attended the meeting of an Agricultural 
Society in Freetown,in Jan. 1822, states, that 
at that meeting, a man, who candidly con- 
fessed that he formerly ate human flesh in 
his own country, was the individual who re- 
ceived the principal reward of industry 
from that Society. 
ver cup, value about 14 dollars. Mr. During 
says, that this man, lately a cannibal, now 
adores the blessed Saviour, and in every 
respect adorns his gospel. The Auxiliary 
Bible Society ut Freetown. is favoured with 
an encouraging; progress. ‘The holy scrip- 
tures, which have heretofore been @istribut- 
ed gratuitously, are now readily purchased 
ata reduced price, and are seriously and 
diligently examined. There is reason to be- 
lieve, that they have proved a great bless- 
ing tomany. Gentlemen in Freetown are 
now fully convinced of the value ofa preach- 
ed gospel, and publicly acknowledge, that 
above all other institutions it has been most 
useful to the children of Africa. They have 
inspected the settlements in the mountains 
under the direction of the Church Missiona- 
ry Society, and are surprised on witnessing 
the order, industry, and piety of the perio. 
The governor of Sierra Leone, and other 
distinguislied gentlemen, are subscribers to 
this Missionary Society. William ‘Tamba, 
aud several other native preachers, had be- 
come highly useful to the mission. Much 
attention seems to be paid to the education 
of native children:. In connexion with the 
school fund opened by the Society, 444 chil- 
dren have been named and subscrived for 
by benefactors. 


A deputation from the English Baptist 
Missionary Society, on the 8th of Jan, last, 
waited on the Right Hon. Lord Amherst, 
lately elected Governor General of India, 
for the purpose of recommending the Mis- 
sionaries of the Society in India, to =e HN 
ip’s’ protection and good opinion. It is 
stated that they experienced a most polite 
and favourable reception, ., _ 
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President of the Protestant Bible Society of 


Assistant pastor of the Christian church of 


Censors.--M. K1eFFeER, Turkish Professor 
in the Royal College of France, Member of 


There are, also, twelve 4ssessors, among 
whose names we observe that of the Baron 
de StaEL Hotste1n, Member of the Con- 


We cannot forbear extracting from the 
letter of Mr. Wilder, which accompanied 
the Circular, a brief notice of the charitable 
institutions, that have sprung up in the capi- 


The friends of Zion have certainly much 
reason to bless God and rejoice, when they 
consider, that, in 1818, not a single society 
existed in this city for promoting the glori- 
ous cause of our Divine Redeemer ; while, 
by the blessing of the same benign Being, 
there are now a Bible Society; a Missiona- 
ry Society ; a Religious Tract Society ; a 
Christian Morals, or in other words, a Peace 
Society ; an Archives of Christianity Socie- 
ty ; an African Society, and a Prison Socie- 
ty ;—all*in active operation ; and the mem- 
bers of the respective committees daily 
manifesting an incre&sed zeal for the ac- 
complishment of the great objects they 
have in view. Surely this is none other than 
the work of God ; and unto Him be render- 


The Society of Friends, desirous of bene- 
fiting the inhabitants of this river, are cul- 
tivating a knowledge of the chief lan- 
guages, with reference to the establishment 
of schools and the introduction of the Scrip- 


the Society of Friends, has made a visit to 
Mary’s, an island at the mouth of the Gam- 
bia, the Wesleyan Missionary Society have 
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manifested an humble dependence on tbe 
merits of Christ alone, for salvation. In 

ber, Mr. Posey, late Baptist mis- 
sionary at the Valley Towns, spent a day 
with the missionaries at Talony. He seem- 
ed much rejoiced in witnessing the work of 
the Lord there. -He observed a great 
change since his visit a year before. Nov. 
1, an Indian who was present at the meet- 
ing, and who knelt during prayer, appeared 
considerably anxious respecting his eternal 
welfare. Nov. 10, the congregation was of 
people from six different tribes; in the 
evening more were present than could find 
seats. Nov. 24, was a meeting for inguirers. 
Five Cherokees spoke in turn, in their own 
language, on the importance of religion. 
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One spoke 15 or 20 minutes, in an affecting 
manner, who had been a violent opposer, 
but was now humbled. A precious few 
here, who a short time since were far from 
God, are now made nigh by the blood of 
Christ. One of them, for the first time in 
public, led in prayer. Nov. 29th. After 
reading a letter to the converts, which the 
Corresponding Secretary had addressed to 
Mr. Hall, they were much pleased, and 
desired him to tell the dear people of God at 
the north, that they believe they have too 
much happiness in religion to be willing to 
give it up for the foolish pleasures of the 
world ; and that they can never be sufficient- 
ly thankful that a teacher has been sent to 
them. 
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FOREIGN. 


LATEST FROM EUROPE, 

Lonpon, March 8.—Paris papers have 
arrived, containing reports of the proceed- 
ings in the Chamber of Deputies on Monday 
and Tuesday. On the former day, a stormy 
debate was held on the motion for exclud- 
ing M. Manuel from the Chamber. The 
motion was carried. M. Manuel made a 
vigorous appeak¥fom the tribune in his own 
defence, or rather (scorning to assume the 
attitude of defence where he acknowledged 
no fault) in censure of the conduct observed 
towards him. ‘The Chamber dispersed im- 
médiately on the motion being carried. On 
Tuesday, however, M. Manuel again pre- 
sented himself in the Chamber. ‘The Pre- 
sident was obliged td order a guard to carry 
by force into execution the resolution of 
expulsion. Mantel declared he would only 
yield to positive force. He was literally 
dragged from the Chamber. The most 
intense agitation prevailed in the Chambe1 
on both sittings. After the expulsion of M. 
Manuel, an attempt was made to proceed 
to the motion for the extraordinnry supply, 
but it was found impossible ; the mind oi 
ali had been too violently disturbed by the 
recent proceedings, for the exercise of tem- 
perate debate. ‘Lhe Chamber was adjourn- 
ed; at this time none of the left side were 
in’ the house, with the exception of one 
member. 

Great agitation prevailed likewise among 
the populace of Paris. 

Intelligence has lately been received from 
France, by the ship Howard, Captain Hol- 
dredge, in 20 daystrom Havre. Paris dates 
are furnished to the llth of March. The 
factions of France are at war with cach 
other. The party in favour of war seems 
to have the ascendency. The War De- 
partment are taking the most energetic 
measures for the contest. The Duke of 
Reggio left Paris on the 8tii of March, to 
take command of the first corps of the army 
of the Pyrenees, at Bayonne. 

The naval forces are fitting out as fast as 
possible. On the arrival of French mer- 
chant vessels, the seamen are immediately 
sent on board the men of war. 

So strong is the presumption that war will 
take place, that insurances on French ves- 
sels in the West Indies could not be effect- 
ed in France. 

Considerable disaffection prevails in 
Spain. The ministers, it is supposed, will 
resign their places. The officers of the 
Cortes have been chosen, with much una- 
nimity. Preparations continue to be made, 
for repelling invasion. 

it appears, that the British government 
had given orders to land troops in Cuba, for 
the extirpation of pirates, in spite of any 
resistance from the government of the Isj- 
and; which, after some opposition, -was 
finally acquiesced in by Spain. ‘This it 
seems gave rise tothe late rumours of Eng- 
land’s being about to seize the Island. 
from Curracoa—We learn from Cur- 
racoa, that it was reported at that place, 
that an embargo was laid on all vessels at 
Laguira, for the purpose, as was supposed, 
of cutting off the retreat of Gen. Morales. 
Baptist Irvine escaped from his prison in 
Curracoa, but was re-taken in 6 hours after. 
The ‘United States’ schr. Shark, Capt. 
Perry, arrived at Curracoa on the 22d of 
March, from Laguira. 
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FROM THE NEW-YORK AMERICAN, 
NAPOLI DI ROMANI (GREBCE.) 


This city, which has recently fallen into 
the hands of the Greeks, and which the 
newspapers have lately and correctly men- 
tioned as containing 60,000 inhabitants, 
stands on a rocky promontory in the Argo- 
lis, (one of the six provinces of the ancient 
Peloponnesus, now called the Morea,) in an 
excellent and commanding situation, and 
with a good and safe harbour, capable of 
containing 150 ships of war. It is built on 
the site of the ancient Neapolis or Nauplia, 
on the Bay of Argos, (Sinus Argolis,) now 
called the Gulf of Nauplia or Napoli. it 
lies ten miles S. 8. E. of the ancient city of 
Argos, (which calls to mind the expedition 
of Jason, the Argonauts, and the Golden 
Fleece,) andtwenty miles E, N. E. of Tri- 
polizza, (pronounced ahd sometimes writ- 
ten Tripolitza,) the actua/ seat of the Turk- 
ish Government of the Morea, though most 
gt maid set down Modon as the capi- 
tal, “Tripolizza is a large walled city, con- 
le, and was taken 
by the Greeks some considerable time since. 
This last named city is five or six miles 
ru Argos, * the 
et flourishing Argos,” as Holland calls it 
his travels, (1812-13,) is built on the 
ruins of ancient Argos, is of considerable ex- 
tent, and has more regular streets than most 
modern Grecian ‘cities. It is on the river 
Inachus, (called in modern geography Na- 
cho,) has considerable business and 10,000 


inhabitants. Cormh is twenty or twenty- 


five miles northerly from Napoli, on tic 
Guifot Lepanto, (anciéntly Sinus Corinthi:- 
hich may remind one of the battle 
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HORNE’s LETTERS. 
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The general correctness of Horne’s doc-| 
trines cannot be questioned. He felt true 
zeal for the salvation of men, and entertain- 
ed enlarged conceptions of the scope of mis- 
sionary aims. He had himself been a mis- 
sionary, and understood something of the 
magnitude of the task, and of the qualities 
which it demands in him who undertakes 
it. But we think, that several circumstances 
render it necessary now to receive his views 
with some modification. 

The state of the religious community is 
now essentially different, from that of the 
times in which he wrote. The spirit of ear-4 
nest endeavour was then but partially felt. 
Societies were less numerous, and less ex- 
tensive than at present. Their plans, there- 
fore, were less liberal, and required more 
caution. The commencement of untried 
projects presented difficulties, which it de- 
manded firm devotion, ardent zeal and emi- 
nent abilities to overcome. Hence .the strong 
language which Horne employs in depicting 
the trials of a missionary life, and the high 
qualifications which he requires for the ser- 
vice. His personal experience, too, undoubt- 
edly gave acolouring to the portrait. He 
had himself been a missionary, as before 
remarked, and had been obliged, by cir- 
cumstances, to-abandon his post. It is na- 
tural, therefore, that he should feel strongly 
the attendant difficulties, and desire that 
athers might be placed in a more favourable 
situation, or possess more enduring qualities 
than himself. As a proof of the effect, 
which his own experience produced on his 
opinions, we may refer to his remarks on 
the subject of marriage-——Considerations 
connected with his family were principally 
instrumental in causing his return. He conse- 
quently advises that a missionary should not 
be married; apprehending that the sacri- 
fices and trials are too severe for the texture 
of female courage. But missionaries now 
do not heed this advice, and find their wives 
quite as firm and enduring as themselves, 
and scarcely less efficient in carrying the 
objects of their mission into effect. 

He occasionally hints, too, at the fact, that 
a missionary might be in some danger of 
failing for want of adequate funds, and co- 
adjutors. This was a reasonable fear, at a 
time when societies were few, and their 
funds feeble and precarious. 

We need not point out the several par- 
ticulars in which the preceding circum- 
stances are modified by the present state of 
things. Every one will perceive, that the 
actual organization and extent.of missionary 
plans have removed many difficulties, and 
consequently have rendered less personal 
sacrifice, and less eminent qualifications, re- 
quisite, in al? who engage in missions. We 
consider this an important point, since we 
apprehend that many would be appalled, 
by a perusal of Horne’s book, who might 
nevertheless very profitably occupy a place 
in ‘missionary establishments. We would, 
not, by any means, lessen the real import- 
ance of those considerations, which should 
assist in deciding the judgment of every in- 
quirer ; nor would we lower the standard of 
essential qualifications ; but when missiona- 
ries are so much needed, as at present, 
every unnecessary obstacle should be re- 
\moved. ~ 

We designed to make several other re- 
marks, but the preceding may suffice, to 
illustrate and establish the point which we 
proposed to consider. 


RELIGIOUS ESTABLISHMENTS, 


An alliance between church and state is 
injurious to the true interests of both. Iten- 
dangers the safety of the latter by infring- 
ing the rights of all but the favoured sect ; 
and it tends, in various ways, to corrupt the 
purity of the former. In no respect, how- 
ever, is its effect more directly pernicious, 
than in affording facilities and proposing 
powerful lures, to men of worldly aims, to 
assume the awfal functions of the ministry. 
The corruption of the Romish church is al- 
most proverbial, and the English establish- 
ed church, notwithstanding the general ex- 
cellence of her liturgy, and the constellation 
of illustrious men who have adorned her by 
their piety and learning, has been and still 
is (though less extensively, we believe, than 
formerly) infested by men, who have found 
their way to her highest preferments, with- 
out any regard either to their own souls, or 
to those of which they have presumptuous> 
ly assumed the charge. This is a necessary 
result of the system, and does not specially 
implicate the Episcopal church herself. A 
single fact is strongly illustrative of the point 
now before us. It is common in England, 
to advertise sermons, printed in imitation 
of manuscript, for the use of those clergy- 
men, who are unable, or who do not choose 
to take the trouble, to compose them for 
themselves. Thé art of lithography has 
been recently applied to this unhallowed 
purpose. The indignant satire af Cowper, 
directed against this practice as it existed 
in his time, will be remembered by every 
reader of the Task. It is not the use of 
‘other men’s sermons which is particularly 
reprehensible, provided the fact be avowed, 
and the hearers be satisfied, since no reason 
can be given why the numerous sermons, of 
almost unequalled excellence, which have 
been published, should be lost except to the 
few who have an opportunity to read them. 
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all establishments, deriving from this their 
pattern and sanction, must follow the same 
fate. We think it to bé qitite certain, that 
the event to which we allude formis an im- 
portant link in the chain of causes which 
are preparing the way for the universal 
reign of our Redeemer, ‘Fite unity, and con- 
sequently the prosperity of ‘the church, 
cannot be perfected, while any portion of 
the Christian community is invested with 
privileges, prejudicial to its. own purity, and 
oppressive in their operation upon others. » 
lavixn Doan “Erstigia. 

In the Classical Journal, we observe a 
notice of a recent publication, which is re- 
markable, in a religious and literary point 
of view. It is an account of the formation 
in the Ionian !slands, in Greece, of the 
Ionian Bible Society. Utis written in Greek, 
which, in many passages, might appear 
really classical, with the alteration or omis- 
sion of a few particles. 

The Society was formed in July, 1819, in 
the palace of Baron Theotoky, President of 
the Senate. The Baron was chosen Presi- 
dent of the Society ; and a Bishop of the 
Greek church was chosen first Vice Presi- 
dent. Among the other officers, are many 
of the clergy, English. commanders and 
merchants, and individuals from almost all 
churches, and different. nations. These 
islands are under the protection of Great- 
Britain, but the prevailing religion is that of 
the Greek church. 

The sentiments expressed in the report, 
and in the speech of the President, are of 
the most liberal and enlightened character 
They are the sentiments, which Christians 
in every country now entertain, and which 
are characteristic of our age, It is really 
delightful to observe, in a country so in- 
teresting, and so long in darkness, as the 
Grecian Islands, and in a church which has 
so long been distracted by controversies, as 
the Greek church, the reviving spirit of 
true religion, and the happy influence of 
harmonious feeling. 

We are tempted to quote a sentence from 
the opening speech of tlie President, for the 
gratification cs. our classical readers, who 
will doubtless feel some curiosity to see a 
specimen of the language, and to observe 
the figure which ideas, now become very fa- 
miliar, assume when clothed in the imposing 
dress of classical diction. It is a simple re- 
ference to the astonishing progress of Bible 
Societies, and therefore we shall not trans- 
late it. 
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A remark of the reviewer is all that we 
can quote in addition: “If ever the Greeks 
are.to awake out of their long sleep, surely 
the prevalence and diffusion of such senti- 
ments as those which we have before us, 
must effect such a resuscitation; or rather 
they are indications that it is now actually 
taking place. Christianity is the great agent 
in civilization, and is equally effective in de- 
veloping and bringing into action the dor- 
mant energies of a once polished and pow- 
erful, but now degraded people.” 

EGYPTIAN HIEROGLYPHICS. 

It is well known, toevery general rea- 
der, that the temples, obelisks, and other 
monuments of antiquity in Egypt, are cover- 
ed with hieroglyphics. These have hither- 
to been unintelligible, because no key could 
be found, to aid in decipheringthem. Ma- 
ny of these monuments were brought to 
Europe, by the French, at the time of their 
expedition to Europe ; and succeeding tra- 
vellers, particularly M. Belzoni, have con- 
tributed much towards collecting and pre- 
serving, in public establishments in Eu- 
rope, these frail and precious remains of 
ancient civilization, science and munificence. 

The French s¢avans have laboured with 
much zeal, in the examination of these mon- 
uments. The great description of Egypt, 
published by the Institute, is undoubtedly 
the most magnificent and expensive literary 
production extant.'-Pheir learned labours 
have’ not been fruitless. Highly important 
discoveries have been*made, which affor.! 
reason to hope, that a method will be de- 
vised, by which the ancient records of 
Egypt, as well as of other eastern nations, 
may be deciphered. The light which these 
might throw on the history ot the world, and 
on the science and moral and political con- 
‘dition of ancient nations, is of sufficient im- 
portance to justify persevering industry. 

In a memoir, read before the Royal Aca- 
demy of Inscriptions and Belles Lettres, in 
September last, the author unfolds the dis- 
coveries which have been made, during the 
investigation of the Egyptian monuments, 

He divides the writing used into three 
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Sd, The Demotic (popular) or Episiolo- 
eraphic Writing, which was used in com- 
mon affairs, It was composed of signs bor- 
rowed from the Hieratic Wricing, which it 
combined in a manner peculiar to itself. 
These three systems of writing were 
purely idiogra/hic, that is, they represented 
ideas, and not sounds, or pronunciation. It 
was therefore important to know, how the 
Egyptians could insert in their writings, 
frrofter names, and words belonging to fo- 
reign languages, which they were frequent- 
ly obliged to use, particularly during the 
subjection of Egypt to foreign monarchs. 
This secret has been discovered, by a labo- 
rious and most ingenious series of investiga- 
tions. 

It has been found that the Egyptians 
made use of a certain number of idiogra- 
phic signs, which, throwing aside their real 
value, became signs of sounds or of fronun- 
ciation. These signs were employed to ex- 
press the sounds of proper names, and of 
words foreign to the Egyptian language. 
To this auxiliary system of writing has been 
given the name of Phonetic Writing. By 
means of this discovery, a vast number of 
the names of Grecian, Egyptian and Roman 
monarchs and other individuals, have been 
deciphered in the inscriptions, which are 
of much importance in fixing their dates, 
and illustrating the history of Egypt. We 
have room only to explain the general prin- 
ciple of these Phonetic signs. To express 
a letter, the Egyptians took the hieroglyph- 
ic, representing some object, the name of 
which, in the Egyptian spoken language, 
cemmenced with the vowel or articulation 
which it was intended to represent. For 
example, the name of Augustus, is found to 
be expressed by Phonetic signs equivalent 
to the [Greek] letters SBST. To express 
these, a Pan’s flute, called sedi, stands for 
S5 @ patera, called derde, for B; a repeti- 
tion of the flute, for S; and the figure of a 
hand, called fot, for T. It appears from 
this, that the same letter might be express- 
ed by a variety of objects, the names of 
which commenced with the same sound. 
For example, T could be expressed by a 
hand, tot, or by a mason’s level, ‘eri. 

M. Lacour, a distinguished oriental scho- 
lar, has published a work on the Egyptian 
hieroglyphics, the title of which is taken 
from Clement, of Alexandria, “ Sunt He- 
braicis similia Egyptorumenigmata.” He 
Says, that he is convinced, by a comparison of 
the‘elements of the Hebrew language, with 
the Egyptian hie: oglyphics, that the Hebrew 
was the sacred language of Egypt at the 
time of the Exodus, and was employed for 
the symbols on public monuments. » He be- 
lieves, that the Copt, on the other hand, was 
the popular spoken language. 


MISSION TO WESTERN ASIA. 


The Rev. Mr. Fisk, in a recent letter, 
(published in the Georgia Missionary) dated 
Malta, Oct. 20, 1822, says: 


“We have recently got our press into 
operation, and have begun to print tracts in 
Italian. Last evening, for the first time, I 
preached in Greek. Sixteen or eighteen 
Greeks attended, and listened with encou- 
raging attention. I preach regularly once 
a fortnight in Italian to about 30 or 40 per- 
sons, Catholics, Greeks, and Protestants. 
Many more Catholics are desirous to attend, 
but the opposition of their Priests hitherto 
deters them.” 


He mentions, an Italian work, which he 
had been engaged in reading, consisting of 
devotional compositions in honour of the 
archangel Michael——This book ascribes 
attributes, and addresses prayers to him, 
which Protestants consider it to be gross 
idolatry to use with reference to any other 
being than the true God. Mr. Fisk Says: 


“Such, is one of the books: used in the 
devotions of Papists. They often tell me 
in conversation that they revere angels and 
saints, but do not adore them. In this book 
however, one of the epithets applied to 
Michael is “adored,” (adorato) and the 
words, “I adore you,” (viadoro) are ad- 
dressed to him not less than nine timés. 
The excuses which the Catholics offer for 
their idolatry, are the same which Deists 
and Skeptics and Socinians sometimes offer 
in behalf of the heathen, and I apprehend 
are just about as valid in one case as the 
other. Catholics with whom I have con- 
versed never attempt to justify this practice 
from the Scriptures, and in their catechisms 
and instructions to their children, the second 
commandment is entirely omitted.” 


—_ 
( COMMUNICATED. ) 


The General Convention of the Baptist 
Denomination in the United States for fo- 
reign missions and other important objects 
relating tothe Redeemer’s kingdom,” it will 
be recollected, is soon (the 30th of April) 
to commence its session, in the city of 
Wasttington, 

-“Yhe present is an auspicious period. — 
Thanks bg'to the Father of mercies that we 
are permitted to behold it. A bright day 
be the mrcuticak are of incalculable impor- 
tance. y are not limited hy the boun- 
daries of empi nor of time, but 
they extend to eternity; and thcy should 
rouse the attention and the exertions of all 

whom the Saviour is precious. 
eee is hoped that the chosciies, and all who 
desire the triumph of truth and. holiness, 
and the salvation of souls, will be impressed 
with their , on the present occa- 
sion, of looking to for ary — and 

His dtessing. In secret, and in public, may 

ee eked fant oliered. 
of the Union, are with one 
nbled in one place, to consult! 
ns they may most promote His 





beginning to dawn. ‘The objects | 
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solving. im the strength, not of man, but of 
the Almighty ,.— P ew 


* For Zion's sake I will not hold my peace, 

And for Jernsalem’s sake I will not rest, 

Until the righteousness thereof go forth as 
brightness, 

And the sabvation theréof as 4 lamp tliat 
burneth.’ 


eee 


It affords the literary, world mich sat 
faction to witness the increasing number . 
periodical productions, devoter! tc the elu 
dation of truth and science. But a few vears 
have elapsed, since a publication, at stated 
periods, in this country, beyond a newsna- 
per, was hailed as an important era Mts 
republic of ietters. Occasionally anew ma 
azine made its appearance, which, from it 
size and matter, could hardly be denormin: 
ed a prelude to the literary revolution. 
which was shortly to occur in the new world, 
Indeed, we were very much indebted to a 
European soil for almost all that was calc- 
lated to amuse or instruct—and the question 
might then, with some propriety, have bee». 
asked—“ Who reads an American book ?”’ 
But most gratifying it is to our national feel- 
ings, to perceive so fair a prospect of riva)- 
ling our good progenitors, not onhy in the 
number, but real merit of our publications. 

Che departments of Theology, Law, ant 
Medicine, are so richly embellished by na- 
tive tatent, that it seems hardly necessary 
to resort to foreign aid, unless, indeed, it is 
to note the “ passing tidings of the times” in 
other countries, 

These remarks dre occasioned by the 
Prospectus of a work, about to be published 
in our sister City, Baltimore, entitled th= 
“ Philosophical Journal and Review,” and 
edited by John B. Davidge; M. D. Senior 
Professor in the University of Maryland. 

This work, emanating from so learned a 
source, bids fair to be an able auxiliary to 
the cause of truth and science, and to do 
honour to American literature. —It promises 
ail exposition of those theories which, it has 
long been understood, have originated witit 
the Professors of the institution in which 
this distinguislted physician holds an impor- 
tant station ; and which have, for the want 
of some publication immediately under its 
auspices, remained in obscurity, or been 
ushered into the world through other cham- 
nels, and under the sanction and assumption 
of other names, 

_ The learned editor contemplates “ mak- 
ing such arrangements with London, Paris, 
Edinburgh and Vieuna, as will ensure the 
earliest reception of all productions of merit, 
on medical and chemical philosophy,” and 
thus he will be able “to present to the 
American physician all that is valuable,. 
chastened, and enhanced in value, by ap- 
propriate and liberal analysis.” ‘The high- 
ly literary and scientific character of this 
gentleman, is a sufficient pledge to the pub- 
lic, that this journal will be excelled by 
none, and that it will be not only a valuable 
acquisition to the medical world, but will 
have the effect to promote the cause of trut!: 
and science. A NAVAL SURGEON. 
Washington City, April 16. 


The corporation of Washington have im- 
posed an annual tax of one hundred dollars 
on venders of lottery tickets and brokers. 
They have also authorized the issuing of 
due bills, of the denomination of one and two 
— to the amount of six thousand dol- 
ars. 


Mr. ALLEN, the appointed Minister to 
Chili, and Mr. NELson, the appointed Min- 
ister to Spain, are at present on a visit to the 
seat of government. 

Don Joaquin De AnpvaGa has taken 
leave of this Government as Envoy Extraor- 
dinary and Minister Plenipotentiary from 
Spain, and, embarked at New-York, a weelx 
or two ago, on his return home. Don H:- 
LARIO Dr RIvAs ¥ SALMON takeg his place, 
as Charge d’Affaires from: Spain. 


POST-OFFICE REGULATION. 

The Postmaster-General has issued « 
Circular, directing the Postmasters to charge 
all letters received or sent by steam-bonts 
with postage, according to the distance they 
are conveyed, at the same rates as if sent 
through the mail by land. This regulation 
is in accordance with a ‘late act of Congress, 
which established all routes oa which sfean:- 
boats pass as post-roads. 


IMPRISONMENT FOR DEBT. 


The Society for the relief of the dis- 
tressed, in the city of Boston, have cause-} 
to be printed several thousand copies of « 
speech made in the Senate of the Unite i 
States, during the last session, by Coleone! 
Richard M. Johnson, of Kentucky, ona piv - 
position to abolish imprisonment for del):. 
This speech ably depicts the distress occ: 
sioned to families, individuals and comm: 
nities, by that relic of barbarism, and fore 
bly appeals to the feelings and undefstam 
ings of a nation of freemen upon the propri 
ty of abolishing laws which authorize ov, 
citizen to imprison another for debt, and a! 
low a creditor to deprive the family and tl: - 
country of the services of an honest but u: 
fortunate -debtor, because he has becor. : 
reduced to poverty. An appendix to th.: 
publication states, by way of illustrating t!i 
evils ofour existing laws on this. subjec:, 
the numbers imprisoned in the years 182 
1821, and the three first quarters of 182 
in the city of Boston, to have been 3492 ; 
among which 2084 were for debts under ©.) 
dollars, and 430 were females ; and on tin. 
latter class of demands, the aggregate « 
costs by far exceeded the aggregate of deb 

———a——- 

MARRIED, 
On the 8th inst. by the Rev. William Steele, 
Taomas Hoxp, Esq. Attorney at Law, of Fre:: 
ericksburg, Va. to Miss Catharine Marrup:, 
youngest daughter of William Stuart, Esq. of 
Bloomsbury, Fauquier county, Va. 


—_—,- 


. DIED, 

At Pungoteague, Accomac, (Virginia) o: 
the 26th ult. Mr. Eracaimm Warson, age? 
66. Mr. W. was a man highly esteeméd in so 
ciety, and, for many years, a member of th~ 
Baptist church in| Pungotcague. As be lived, 
so he died, full of faith in his Redeemer. 
“ — eam a esas 
Columbian College. 
< e Trustees ofthe Columbian College in 

the District of Columbia, are hereby neti- 
fied, that a special meeting of the Board will Ly: 











~ u ; indeed, be ple to Him to} held at the office of the Secretary, ou PF. strec , 
it the faithful, th shout the land, | on Friday the 25th inst. at 4 ofelock, P.M. 


tion, Brethren, pray | 
sing to Him to be-} 


By order of the President, 
Foca Rey svuns, Sccretarr 
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The Christian Virgin’s Address to her Afios- 
tate Lover. 
Oh, lost to faith, to peace, to Heaven ! 
Canst thou a recreant be 
‘To Him whose life for thine was given, 
Whose cross endured for thee ? 
Canst thou for earthly joys resign 
A love immortal, pure, divine, 
¥et link thy plighted treth to mine, 
And cleave unchanged to me? 


Thou canst not—and ’tis urg’d in vain— 
Thy sophistry of love— 

Though not in pride or cold disdain 
Thy falsehood I reprove ; 

Inly my heart may bleed—but yet 

Mine is no weak—no vain regret ; 

Thy wrongs to me | might forget, 
But not to Him above. 


Cease, then—thy fond impassioned vow, 
In happier hours so dear; 
(No virgin pride restrains he now) 
I must not turn to hear ; 
For still my erring heart might prove 
Teo weak to spurn thy proffered love ; 
And tears—-though feigned and false—might 
move, 
And prayers, though insincere. 


But, no! the tie so firmly bound 
Is torn asunder now ; 

How deep that sudden wrench may wound 
It recks not to avow. 

Go thou to fortune and to fame ; 

I sink to sorrow—suffering—shame— 

Yet think, when glory gilds thy name, 
I would not be as thou. 


Thou canst not light or wavering deem 
‘The bosom all thine own ; 

Thou know’st, in joy’s enlivening beam, 
Or fortune’s adverse frown, 

My pride, my bliss had been to share 

Thy hopes; to soothe thine hours of care ; 

With thee the martyr’s cross to bear, 
Or win the martyr’s crown. 





‘Tis o’er ; but never from my heart 
Shall time thine image blot ; 
The dreams of other days depart ;—~ 
Thou shall not be forgot ; 
And never, in the suppliant sigh 
Poured forth to Him who sways the sky, 
Shall mine own name be breathed on high, 
And thine remembered not. 


Farewell! and oh! may He whose love 

Endures though man rebel, 

In merey yet thy guilt reprove; 

Thy darkling clouds dispel ; 
Where’er thy wandering steps decline, 
-My fondest prayers—nor only mine— 
The aid of Israel’s God be thine ; 

And in his name—Farewell. 
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INTERPRETATIONS 
TURE, 

The following extract trom the Life of Dr. 
Scott contains several valuable thoughts 
ou a practice which is yet far too preva- 

li ought to be considered, that he 


FANCIFUL OF SCRIP- 


lent. 
who, by the indulgence of a licentious 
iagination, forces on a text a meaning 
which the Holy Spirit did not intend it te 
convey, actually “wrests the 
“tures,” and proceeds on a principle which, 
if carried to its full extent, would render 
the Bible utterly destitate of value, asa 
stable and authoritative document. If it 
be made a. book of riddles, susceptible of 
interpretations as various as the diversi- 
fied fancies and dispositions of men, it is 
obvious, that its instructions can have no 
consistency, and of course no authority. 
The modern Jewish Rabbins assert, that 
the law is susceptible of a vast number 
of interpretations, some directly contra- 
dictory of each other. ‘The law, therefore, 
may thus be brought to command and 
sanction any thing. “Ihe princi, le of in- 
terpretation, which conducted the Rab- 
bins to this enormous absurdity, is pre- 
cisely the same in kind with that which 
is commented. on and condemned im the 
following extracts. Ed. Star. 
‘¥n the preface to his Commentary he 
briefly notices the subject, in explaining the 
niupon which his own work proceeds, 
and the reasons that led toits adoption. But 
the fullest «xplaygtion of his sentiments is 
to.be found in two papers in his collected 

“Works.” "The fifst was published in the 

Theological Miscellany, for 1786, in reply 
‘ to a query concerning the passage, Eccles. 

ix, 1315, which describes “ a certain poor 

man, who, by his wisdpm, delivered his 

city,” but was “no more remembered” by 
the citizens. Some persons have hail the 
fancy of applying this to our redemption by 

Christ, and our returns for the benefit. On 

this he says: “In explaining the word of 

God, we should remember that there is in 

every portion one precise Meaning, previ- 

ously to our employing our ingenuity upor 

it, which it is our business, with reverent 
, attention, to investigate. To discover that 
meaning, we should soberly and carefully 
examine the context, and consider the por- 
tion in question in the relation in which it 
stands.” : 

‘Then, having pointed out the useful 
practical lessons suggested by the plain 
meaning of the story, he proceeds; “ I would 
gladly know by what ority any man, 
overlocking these plain and useful instruc- 
tions, by the help of a warm imagination, 
85s himself to find gospel mysteries in this 

assage?.... It would puzzle the most in- 
ious of these fanciful expositers fairly to 
accommodate the circumstances of the story 
to the work of redemption, ‘T'wo purposes 
ndeed, such as they are, may be answered 
‘by such interpretation: 1. Leose professors 
‘are encouraged in their vain. confidence, by 
; ‘that none of the redeemed are more 
mindiuk of, or thankful to their Saviour thus. 
themselves .... 2. It is. a powerful engines: 
the bands of vain-glorious men, by which .. 


Scrip- 


* 
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Tb COLUMBIAN STAR. 
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tion of injucicious multitudes, who ignorantly 
admire the sagacity of the man that finds 
deep mysteries, where their more sober 

tors perceived nothing but unrelishing prac- 
tical instruction.... Ihave heard many 
sensible and pious persons lamerit this sort 
of explication of scripture,,as an evil of the 
first magnitude ; and I am more and more 
convinced it is so. At this rate you may 
prove any doctrine from any text: .... every 
thing is reduced to uncertainty, as if the 
scripture had no determinate meaning, till 
one was arbitrarily imposed by the imagina- 
ticn of man: .... the most important doc- 
trines of the gospel seem to lose their beauty 
and glory, along with their simplicity, in the 
midst of such useless encumbrance : and the 
most conclusive arguments lose their effect, 
and become suspected, by the company 
which they keep: and, whilst the sophisti- 
cal proof is detected, the opposer Is em- 
boldened to treat the rest as. equally capa- 
ble of refutation.... 

“ However men may admire the sagacity 
of these expositors, it certainly shows a very 
lamentable state of the organs of sight, when 
a man can see nothing obvious, useful, real 
and capable of being pointed out to others 
for their benefit ; but, blind to these things, 
sees every thing through a different medium 
than others, and in such a manner as can 
jurnish onlv amusement instead of informa- 
tion. It is very improperly called spiritually 
explaining the scripture. The spiritual 
meaning, is the meaning of the Spirit of God, 
which is generally simple, and obvious to 
the humble inquirer. Opposite to this is the 
funciful meaning, which always appears 
forced and unnatural to sober minds; di- 
verse and opposite to men of opposite par- 
ties and lively imaginations; and only ex- 
cites admiration by being surprising and un- 
expected .... Thus the parable of the good 
Samaritan is evidently intended to explain 
and enforce the great commandment of lov- 
ing our neighbour as ourselves, by showing, 
in a lively example, how every personal 
and party consideration is to be overlooked ; 
and safety, ease, interest and mdulgence 
hazarded or renounced, to rescue a fellow 


, creature, though an enemy or stranger, mn 


the hour‘of distress. Christ, indeed, having 


iin his life and death perfectly fulfilled this 


law, and far exceeded all that can possibly 
be required of anv other person, because of 
his peculiar character, circumstafices, and 
suretiship engagements, hath inexpressibly 
outdone the good Saxjaritan. But even this 
is accommodation ; and the practical in- 
ference, Go thou and do likewise, demands 
our peculiar attention. But now, if ingenuit; 
and imagination are employed to bend ever) 
circumstance of this parable to the situation 
of fallen man, and the love of Christ ; and 
this is given as the primary or only meaning, 
whilst the practical struction is kept back ; 
the reader or hearer may be amused or dis- 
gusted, as he favours or dislikes the doc- 
trines of grace; but, whatever edification 
he may receive, he has not that which our 
Lord principally intended byrthe parable.” 
‘The other document which conveys his 
sentiments on the subject before us, isa 
letter to a highly esteemed brother clergy- 
man, who consulted him concerning the 
publication of a sermon on the signs and du- 
ties of the times, in the year 1799, from the 
text, Nahum ii. 1. He writes as follows: 
“If I had not considered you in a very 
different light, from that in which I do some 
preachers, in whose sermons imagination 
ani accommodation predominate, I should 
have evaded the question, or declined giving 
an answer. 
“Your sermons always have a good ten- 
dency ; .as such, | must give my approba- 
tion, leaving every mam to his own method 
of attaining his object ; though I may think 
that method is not the best of which he is 
capable.... When you take a plain text, 
full of matter, and, from the rea/ meaning 
of the text, raise doctrines, draw conclusions, 
explain, illustrate, and apply the subject, 
there is great weight in your manner of 
preaching ; which the fertility of your in- 
vention and liveliness of imagination, kept.in 
due bounds, render more interesting to the 
many, without giving just ground of um- 
brage to the few. But, it appears to me 
and to others, that you frequently choose 
texts suited to give scope to the fancy,— 
which is constituted the interpreter, instead 
of the judgment ; and that you thus discover 
allusions, and deduce doctrines and instruc- 
tions, true and good in themselves, but by 
no means contained in the text, nor, indeed, 
easily made out in the way of accommoda- 
tion. In this case, your own vigour is prin- 
cipally exerted in the exercise of the imagi- 
nation: and, while many hearers are sur- 
prised, amused, and delighted, their under- 
standings, consciences, and Wearts are not 
addressed or affected, by any means in so 
powerful a manner as by a plainer subject. 
“What St. Peter says of prophecy, that 
it is not of private interpretation, is true of 
every part of scripture: the Holy Spirit 
has, in every part, one grand meaning, and 
conveys one leading instruction; though 
others may, by fair inference, subordinately 
be deduced. This is the real spiritual 
meaning, which we should first of ali endea- 
your to discover, as the foundation of all our 
reasonings and persuasions. We should 
open, allege, argue, enforce, and apply, 
from this mind of the Spirit m scripture ; 
nor is any passage fit for a text, prcestty 
speaking, which does not admit of such an 
improvement of it, in itsreal meaning, But 
that which you seem to call the ‘ spiritual 
meaning,’ is frequently no more than a new 
meaning put upon it by a lively fancy— 
Typical subjects, indeed, have a spiritual 
meaning, and in another sense; under the 
literal meaning ; being intended by the 
Holy Spirit, to shadow forth spiritual bless- 
ings under external signs; and some pro- 
phetical visions are enigmatcal, and the 
spiritual meaning is the unriddling of the 
enigma.—Parables, and such parts of scrip- 
ture as the Canticles, are of the same na- 
ture, But, in all, the jadgment should be 
the expositor, not the*fancy ; and we should 
inquire what the Holy Spirit meant, not 
what we can make it. But there. are 
many scriptures that have no other mean- 
ing, than the literal; and which are tobe 
improved, not by finding out a new meaning 
and calling it sfiritwa/, but by trying what 
juseful instruction we can ceduce from the 


lain sense of the ” He then 
plies these sort to the particular = 
sage in question. But for that application, 
the reader must be referred to the paper 
itvelfi—He concludes, “ My dear sir,l.am 
so deeply convinced, that this way of accom- 
eviution is cap 

uses, and has 
 urposes by these who mrake divisions and 





‘eatch the attention, and excite the admira- 


deceive souls, that J grieve when any per- 
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countenance 


exerted, I have long wished to dis 


the subject with you.” 


FROM THE TRAVELS OF SIR ROBERT KERR 
PORTER. 
VISIT TO THE RUINS OF BABYLON. 


_ I was now fully embarked on my long an- 
ticipated expedition ; and having. passed the 
gate of the western suburb, I looked around 
me on the vast extended Chaldean plain, 
east of the Euphrates, with a delight that 
seemed for some minutes to send me on the 
wing over its whole interesting tract ; rang- 


ing both sides of that mighty river, and to 


wherever the majesty of Babylon had flow- 
ed down its venerable stream. : 
According to Herodotus, the walls were 
sixty miles in circumference, built of large 
bricks cemented together with bitumen, and 
raised round the city in the of an ex- 
act square; hence they measured fifteen 
miles along each face. ey were 87 feet 
thick, and three hundred and fifty high, pro- 
tected on the outside by a vast ditch lined 
with the same materials, and proportioned 
in depth and width to the elevation of the 
walls. They were entered by 25 gates on 
each side, made of solid brass; and addi- 
tionally strengthened by 250 towers. With- 
in these walls rose the multitudinous streets, 
palaces, and other great works of Babylon ; 
including the temple of Belus, the hanging 
gardens, and all the magnificence which 
constituted this city the wonder of the world. 
A branch of the Euphrates flowed through 
the city from the north tothe south ; and 
was crossed by a strong bridge, constructed 
at the foundation with large stones fastened 
together with lead and iron. While it was 
building, the course of the river was turned 
into a iarge basin, to the west of the town, 
which had been cut to the extent of forty 
square miles, and seventy-five feet deep, for 
a yet nobler purpose ; to receive the same 
ample stream, while the great artificial 


banks were erected of brick on each side of 


the bed of the river, to secure the country 
from its tog abundant overflow. Canals 
were cut for this purpose also; one ofthese 
led to the immense basin already described, 
which, when required, disembogued the ri- 
ver into its capacious bosom’; and always 
continued to receive its superflux ; return- 
ing the water, when necessary, by various 
sluices to fructify the ground. During the 


three great empires of the E.4t, no tract of 


the whole appears to have been so reputed 
for fertility and riches as the district of Ba- 
bylonia ; and all arising fromthe due man- 
agement of this mighty stream.—Herodo- 
tus mentions, that even when reduced to 
the rank of a province, it yielded a revenue 
to the kings of Persia that comprised half 
their income. And the terms in which the 
scriptures describe its natural as well as ac- 
quired supremacy, when it was the imperial 
city, evidence the same facts. They call it 
‘* Babylon, the glory of kingdoms, the beauty 
of the Chaldee’s excellency: The Lady of 
Kingdoms, given to pleasure, that liveth 
carelessly, and sayeth in her heart, Jam, and 
there is none else beside me:” But now in 
the same expressive language we may.say, 
‘She sits as a widow on the ground. There 
is no more a throne for thee, O daughter of 
the Chaldeans!” As for the abundance 
of the country, it has vanished as clean away 
as if the besom of desolation had swept it 
from north to south ; the whole land, from 
the outskirts of Bagdad to the farthest 
stretch of sight, being a melancholy waste. 

The present population of this part of the 
country consists of a race of Arabs, calied 
the tribe of Zobeicde ; but, from their situa- 
tion, being much in contact with the Turks, 
they have lost their national character of in- 
dependence, and acquired in its stead rather 
degrading than elevated habits, 

Maliowill lies four miles from the Hadge’s 
khaun’; and is only separated from the plain 
more immediately connected with the re- 
mains of Babylon, by the embankments. of 
two once noble canals, very near each other, 
and running almost due east and west. In 
the first which we crossed by a back bridge 
we saw water. These canals seem at pre- 
sent to be regarded as the boundary whence 
the decided vestiges of the great city - 
mence ; and we soon discovered their Pre. 
ly spreading tracts. In crossing the bridge, 
which leads to those immense tumuli. of 
temples, palaces, and hun 2» habitations of 
every description, now buried in shapeless 
heaps, and a silence profound as the grave ; 
I could not but feel an indescribable awe in 
thus passing, as it were, the gates of “ fud/en 
Babylon.” 

Between this britige and Hillah, (some- 
thing more than eight miles distant) three 
piles of great magnitude particularly attract! 
attention ; but there are many minor objects! 
to arrest investigation on the way. A mound) 
of considerable elevation rose on our left as 
we rode along, not five hundred yards from 
the second embankment ; its ing sides 
were covcred with broken bricks, and other 
fragments of past buildi while the ground 
around its base ‘presented a. most ‘nitrous! 
surface. At a few hundred vards onward 
again, another mound projected of still 
greater height, and ftom it branched subor- 
dinate elevations ih several directions. ] 
here had a fine view of the gréat oblong p' 
called by the Arabs Mojelibe, or rather Mu- 
kalibe, “the overturned ;” an attributive 
term, which, however, they | 


in this immense field of ruin, bearing the 
same striking designation ofthe manner of 
its fall. Having progeeded about a couple 
of miles from the two canal ridges near Ma- 
howill, we advanced to another and higher 
embankment, of .a totally different ap 
ance from that of a water-course. It ran 
almost. due east and west, until lost to the 
eye in the horizon on both sides. I rode a 
ft : I did not discover any, 
nor indeed t that was at all poorer f 
to our ideas of what wold have been even 
a fragment of the vast bulwark -walls of Ba- 
bylon, yet I saw no cause to doubt its being 
a remnant of some minor-interiour boun- 


y and repectaility gv rescarches the endless ramifications of mi- 
it; and TP have so anjnor agueducts, whose remains intersected 
integrity, benevolence, de- 


sre of ony yt he of doing ‘gond, 
of jou talents likewise, : 


to this sublime wreck alone ; other remains they 


on our view, and 


sh. | in’ sight of Naneveh, renowned in holy w: - 
'{ plain, on the banks of the river Ligris, ‘ae 


ihe. — mene ~~ _ oe -~ 


the way. At about four miles in advance 
from the long single embankment, or inte- 
riour ry ridge I mentioned before, 
we crossed a very spacious canql, beyond 
which, to the eastward, the plain appeared 
an uninterrupted flat. 

An hour and a quarter more brought us 
to the north-east shore of the Euphrates, 
hitherto totally excluded from our view by 
the intervening long and varied lines of ruins, 
which now proclaimed to us on every'side 
that we were indeed in the midst of what 
had been Babylon. From the point on which 
of ancient foundations spread on our right, 
we stood tothe base of Mujelibe,large masses 
more resembling natural hills in appear- 
ance, than mounds cowering the remains 
of former great and splendid edifices. 
the eastward also, chains of these undula- 
ting heaps were visible, but many not high- 
er than the generality of the canal embank- 
ments we had passed. The whole view was 
particularly solemn. The majestic stream 
of the Bisvates wandering in solitude, like 


of his devastated kingdom, still appeared a 
noble river, even under all the disadvantages 
of its desert-tracked course. Its banks were 


were yet there, on which the captives of Is- 
rael hung up their harps, and while Jerusa- 
lem was not, refused tobe comforted. But 
how’.is the rest of the scene changed since 
then? At that time these broken hills were 
palaces ; those long undulating mounds were 
streets ; this vast sclitude, filled with the 
busy subjects of the proud daughter of the 
East! Now, “ wasted with misery,” her 
habitations are not to be found ; and for her- 
self, “the worm has past over her!” 


YROM THE EVANGEILCAL AND LITERARY MAGAZINE. 
UNITARLEANISM IN BOSTON. 
Extract from the Journal of a traveller in 
New-Engiand, 


For more than a century, Boston was dis- 
tinguished for its piety and orifodory; and 
was blessed with a nuinber of as abie ininis- 
ters of the gospel us ever adoymped any part 
of the American churches. It was the fer- 
vent and active religion of these men, that 
gave acast to the institutions and habits of 
the citizens of Boston, which even now is 
clearly perceived. They are a church going 
people ; they have a very affectionate re- 
membrance of their,forefathers ; and are by 
no means fond of change. he son loves to 
retain the pew where his father and grand- 
father sat and worshipped. 1 have never 
observed a people, among whom this feeling 
existed in equal strength. indeed, notwith- 
standing the great changes which have taken 
place in the manner of preaching and in the 
doctrine of their religious teachers, I do be- 
lieve that many in that city and the country 
round about are unwilling to admit that there 
has been any material change at all. The 
preachers, who have enlisted under the 
standard of Unitarianism, have not gever- 
ally, and I believe have not at all until lateiy, 
come out openly against what we call or- 
thodox opinions.—-As they are Cistinguished 
rather by what they do not, than by what 
they do believe, so their preaching is said to 
be of a negative character. What are called 
the peculiar doctrines of the zospel, such as 
the depravity of human nature, the doc- 
trines of regeneration, of atonement, of sanc- 
tification by the Holy Spirit, are neverimen- 
tioned for either attack or defence. But 
what are called the moral virtues, such as 
honesty, industry, gratitude, charity, &c. 
are the subjects of brief discourses, compos- 
ed with elegance and delivered with a cold 
propriety, which southern hearers would 
think soporific. I must confess, however, 
that what I state on this subject is the re- 
sult chiefly of information, not of actual ob- 
servation. From thc very nature of the sys- 
tem of Unitarianism, where it excites no 
controversy, 1 think that it takes no power- 
ful grasp on the affections. It is so indiffer- 
ent to modes of faith ; it represents Heaven 
as of so easy attainment ; it is so general in 
all its doctrines ; so vague in its devotional 
exercises, that I see not how it can lay hold 
on the human heart, and exert a mighty ef- 
ficiency there. Indeed, it seeias hardly 
worth while to support religious worship, 
and be at the trouble of going to church, 
when the whole affair has so little connexion 
with salvation. And should the effects of 
former discipline and former habits be’ worn 
out, or should the Unitarians ever be placed 
‘in a state of society, subject only to the in- 
fluences of their own system, I do verily be- 
lieve, that the affairs of religion would ex- 
cite very dittle interest, and be found to pro- 
duce very littic effect. I am satisfied of the 
soundness of the reasoning, which has led 
me to this conclusion; but, if not greatly 
misinformed, I am supported by the testi- 
mony of ecclesiastical history. On the same 
authority, I feel warranted in saying, that 
deviations from the path of orthodoxy, how- 
ever slight at first, grow wider and wider, 
until revealed truth is entirely forsaken. 
But great, and in my judgment lamenta- 
ble, as are the changes, which have taken 
place in this part of the.country, it is by no 
means to be supposed that th’ majority are 
on the side of Unitarianism, My inquiries 
on this subject have been very particular, 
and I am supported by facts in saying that 
of nearly four hundred and sixty preachers 
‘in Massachusetts, not one hundred are of 
that denomination, And even in Boston, 
taking in all societies and all preachers, 
not one half belong to them. But whether 
are gaining or losing ground, i am 
not able to determine; and I find different 
men of different opinions. I cannot but 
e that there is a redeeming spirit in or- 
thodoxy,and in the genius of the age, which 
will retard and finally stop the progress of 
this error. 

——ee 


“TLLUSTRATION. OF JONAH Iv. 8. 


“And it came to pass, when the sun did 
arise, that God prepared a vehement east 
wind; and the sun beat upon the head of 
Jonah that he fainted, and wished in him- 
self to die, and it is better for me ta 
die than to live.” ae 

This account of the extreme heat of the 
climate of Nineveh jis weil illustrated in 
the ingenious Mr. Campbell’, travels : 
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